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Retirement planning is a cornerstone of your financial future. But too often, young professionals get caught up
in the idea of simply saving for the sake of saving, without a clear destination in mind. This kind of approach
may seem safe, but it can lead to financial stress and uncertainty later in life. The key to avoiding this is being
intentional about your retirement planning.

Yogi Berra once said, “If you don't know where you are going, you might wind up someplace else.” This rings
especially true for retirement planning. When retirement feels far off, it's easy to assume that simply saving will
get you where you need to go. The truth is, without a clear goal and intentional strategy, you might not reach the
retirement you envision—or you might find yourself there unprepared.

Many young professionals fall into the trap of saving for retirement without a specific plan. They set aside money,
but it's not tied to a concrete vision. They may choose generic investment options, contribute to retirement
accounts without understanding which type is most beneficial for their future, or simply focus on the amount
they need to save each month without thinking about how to structure their finances for long-term success.

The problem with this “blind saving” approach is that it lacks purpose. Saving without a goal can feel like driving
cross-country without a map—you might end up somewhere, but not where you truly want to be. And even if you
reach a destination, it might not align with your expectations.

Imagine planning a cross-country road trip from Washington, DC to California. You know you want to head west,
but if you never take the time to define exactly where you want to go, your trip may take a turn for the worse. You
could end up in a place you never planned for—perhaps without enough resources to continue or with a
destination that doesn't align with what you envisioned.

In retirement planning, this is what happens when you don't set clear goals. Without a vision of what your
retirement looks like—whether that’s traveling the world, starting a new business, or simply relaxing at home—
you might save enough to retire, but not in the way you imagined. Or you might save too much, tying up resources
that could have been better utilized along the way.

The first step is to take some time and think about what you want your retirement to look like. The beauty of
retirement planning is that your vision is uniquely yours. Some may want to retire early and travel the world;
others may envision a quieter life close to family. Whatever your vision, it should guide your retirement planning.

That doesn’'t mean you have to have it all figured out right now. Just like planning a trip, you don’t need to have
every detail nailed down at the start. But knowing your general direction is key. Once you've set a goal, take
actionable steps to move toward it, whether that's contributing to retirement accounts, saving for specific
purchases, or adjusting your investments to match your long-term plans.
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As you continue your journey toward retirement, allow yourself the flexibility to adjust your plans as your life
evolves. New experiences—career changes, family milestones, or personal goals—will inevitably shape how you
think about your future. Embrace these changes and refine your approach to retirement to make sure it remains
aligned with what truly matters to you.

Being intentional doesn't mean rigidly sticking to one path without deviation. It means regularly reassessing your
goals and adjusting your plan to make sure it's still the right fit for your life. By revisiting your progress and being
open to change, you'll ensure that your retirement vision evolves with you.

Retirement planning doesn’t have to be overwhelming or mysterious. The key is to be intentional: define where
you want to go, make informed decisions that align with your goals, and remain open to adjusting your path
along the way. When you approach retirement with purpose, you not only create a layer of financial security but
also reduce stress and uncertainty later in life. You'll be on track to retire in a way that truly reflects your dreams
and aspirations.
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